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grammar of the 


proper fou^ AT a 'T i l juft ’ when ever y letter has its ' 

accent or i 6 - *£ n ever y pliable has its proper 

E ”® iin > '•««>« » «»« <i 

for the accent or quL^Ttyare no^ n alread y explained ; and rules 

innumerable exceptions } Such hn * 7 C ° b ? F Ven ’ bein S fub J ea to 
frail here propofe. howev er as 1 W read or formed, I 

5 10 ngth to bejeem, tobeftow. 

the* verb his^r ' a ^ es ’ ^ ltb are at once nouns and verbs, 
T “ s con fmonJy the accent on the latter and 

tiie noun on the former fylfabfe s as, t0 defcZ ’a £ 

f M , to cement , « cement ; to contra®, a contra®. 

ac™ 1 T !; 0Ugh verbs fe,d0 ” h-e their 
a*, delight, ferfiZ i Ct '’ 0Un5 0,ten ha « « °« the latter fyllable , 

la£u£fn£, U £^ ti ending in y, as cranny, in our, as 
in le af Lnh f'V^' •** ^ 0n> * wallow, except allow ; 

brick Xf’- bMC ; ln tJb ' as i in «t, as cdm- 
, Z %° ck ; • 1,1 &r ’ as w Mat 5 in ^ as . in 

D^ThU’ aCCent ^ former friable. 

rh^hh ? b ? ?° UnS ln as «kfar, hitter, have 
t.,c accent on the former fyJIable. 

j Piflymble verbs terminating in a confomnt 

or having a diphthong 
- 6 lalt t> liable, as appeafe, reveal-, or ending i„ t wo CO n° 

Un ? nt D;<r Uhf’’ have . the accent on the latter fyJIable. 
fvlhhf f“ |C nouns having a diphthong in the latter 
J.ab!e b ‘ nc T/ C ,° mmonl [ Y their accent on the latter fyl- 
tain ' " C]j: 1 ^ " ’ e “ ce -P t words in ain, certain, moiin- 

nr t Lina L ? ! r.p e ^ f ° rmcd . b y, addin S a termination, or 
P , ° . , y lablc, retain the accent of the radical 

word, as lovehncfs, tendcrnefs , contemner, wdgonner, p/W- 
fual, befpatter, commenting, commending, ajjurance. P 
9. lnfTyllables ending in ous, as gracious , arduous-, 

‘ ' • ) , m !Cih as mntm h accent the firft.' 

r n°c.ii X | r J ffy ab " end ' ng in ce ’ ent ’ and accent the 
irrt fyllable, as countenance, continence, armament, immi- 
nent, e.egant, propagate, except they be derived from 
words having the accent on the laft, as connivence, ac- 
quaintance , oi the middle fyllable hath a vowel before 
two conionants, as promulgate. 

1 ;!fy' lables tndin S in y> as entity, fpecify, liberty, 
•vutory, fubftdy, commonly accent the firft fyllable ' 

, Tri f? llables in « or h accent the firft fyllable, 
as legtb.e, theatre, except difciple, and lome words which 
nave a pofition , as example, epiftle. 

13. friflyllables in ude commonly accent the firft 
fy liable, as plenitude . 

J , 4 ’ friflyllables ending in ator or atour, as crcatcur, 
or having m the middle fyllable a diphthong, as endel 

10a, , or a vowel before two confonants, as dcmeftick, ac- 
cent the middle fyllable. 

j 5. Triflyilables that have their accent on the lafb fvl- 
lable are commonly French, as acquiefce , repartee , ma- 
gazine, or words formed by prefixing one or two fyl- 
iables to an acute fyllable, as immature, overcharge. 

10. Polyfyllabies, or words of more than three fyl- 
lables, follow the accent of the words from which they 

are derived, as arrogating, cdntinency, incontinently, com- 
me ridable, communtcablenefs . 

17. Words: in ion have the accent upon the ante- 
penuit, as falvation, perturbation, conebciion ; words in 
atour as ator on the penult, as dedicator. 

\l' r'a r P,f n , dln S in le commonly have the accent 
on the firft fyllable, as amicable, unlefs the fecond fvl- 
lable have a vowel before two confonants, as com- 

bijtibie. 

19. Words ending in ous have the accent on the ante- 
penult, as uxorious , voliiptuous. 

20. Words ending in ly have their accent on the an- 
tepenult, as puftllanmity , aftivity. 


Thefe rules are not advanced as compleat or infallible H 
poled as ufeful. Almoll every rule of every language ha J ^ r °* 
ceptions ; and in Englifh, as in other tongues, much muft be CX ' 
b; example and authority. ‘Perhaps more and bttter rules 
given that have eicaped my oblervatiou. " flla ^ be 

Versification is the arrangement of acertain 
ber of fyllables according to certain laws. 

The feet of our verfes are either iambick, as elm 
create 5 or trochaick, as holy, lofty. ’ ' ^ 

Our iambick meafure comprifes verfes 

Of four fyllables, 

MofL good, moft fair, 

Or things as rare. 

To call y oil’s loft ; 

For all the coft 
Words can beftow, 

So poorly fhow 
Upon your praife. 

That all the ways 
Senfe hath, come fnort. 


Drayton. 
Dry den. 


With ravi fil’d ears 
The monarch hears. 

Of, fix. 

This while we are abroad. 

Shall we not touch our lyre ? 

Shall we not ling an ode ? 

. Shall that holy fire. 

In us that ftrongly glow’d, 
ln this cold air expire ? 

Though in the utmoft Peak 
A while we do remain, 

Amongft the mountains bleak. 

Expos’d to fleet and rain. 

No fport our hours fhall break,' 

To exercife our vein. 

Who though bright Phoebus’ beams 
Refrefh the fouthern ground. 

And though the princely Thames 
With beauteous nymphs abound. 

And by old Camber’s ftreams 
Be many wonders found ; 

Yet many rivers clear 
Here glide in filver fvvathes. 

And what of all moft dear, 

Buxton’s delicious baths. 

Strong ale and noble chear, 

1 ’ aflwage breem winter’s fcathes. 

In places far or near, 

Or famous, or obfcure, 

Where wholefom is the air, 

^ Or where the moft impure, 

All times, and every where, 

The mufe is ftill in ure. Bray ton. 

Of eight, which is the ufual meafure for fhort 
poems, 

And may at laft my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 

The hairy gown, and molly cell. 

Where I may fit, and nightly fpell 
Of ev’ry ftar the fky doth fhew. 

And ev’ry herb that lips the dew. Milton. 


Of ten, which is the common meafure of heroick and 
tragick poetry. 

Full in the midft of this created fpace 
Betwixt heav’n earth, and fkies, there ftands a place 
Confining on all three ; with triple bound - 

Whence all things, though remote, are view’d 
around. 

And thither bring their undulating found. 

Ihe palace of loud Fame, her feat of pow’r, 

Flac d on the lummit of a lofty tovv’r ; 

A thoufand winding entries long and wide 
Receive of frelh reports a flowing tide. 





♦ 


ENGLISH 


T O N G U f ' . 


A thoufand crannies in the walls are made , 

Nor gate nor bars exclude the buiy trade. 

’Tis built of brafs, the better to diffufc 
The lpreading founds, and mukiply t. e news. 
Where echo’s in repeated echos play . 

A mart for ever full ; and open night and oaj . 

Nor filence is within, nor voice expre,s, 

Rnr a deaf noife of founds that never ceaie , 
Confus’d and chiding, like the hollow rore 
ff rides receding from th’ infulted (hore ; 

Or like the broken thunder, heard from far. 

When Jove to diftance drives the rolling war. 

The courts are fill’d with a tumultuous dm 
Of crouds, or iffuing forth, or entring m : 

A thorouo-h-lare of news •, where fome deyiie 
Things never heard, fome mingle truth with lies : 
The troubled air with empty founds they beat. 
Intent to hear, and eager to repeat. Dryden. 


And of fourteen, as Chapman’s Homer. 


1 a nf fnch a man, that hath a ldtlg'way gene, 
£nd ShtToweth not h.sway, or el.e wonld fee .lone 


The verfe of twelve lines, called an Alexandrine, is now only uW 

to diverfify heroick lines. . . 

Waller was fmooth, bat Dryden taught to join 1 
The varying verfe, the full- refounding line, > 

{ he long nfajelliclt march, and energy dmne. i 

The paufe in the Alexandrine mud be at the Gxth fyllable. 




She to receive thy radiant name, 
Seleds a whiter fpace. 

When all fhall praife, and ev’ry lay 
Devote a wreath to thee, 

That day, for come it will, that day 
Shall I lament to fee. 


In all thefe meafures the accents are to be placed on 
even fyllables ; and every line confidered by ltfei is 
more harmonious, as this role is more ftndtly ob- 

ferved. 

Our trochaick meafures aie 

Of three fyllables. 

Here we may 
Think and pray, 

Before death 
Stops our breath ? 

Other joys 
Are but toys. 

Of five, 

In the days of old, 

Stories plainly told, 

Lovers felt annoy. 

Of feven, 

Faireft piece of welform’d earth, 

Urge not thus your haughty birth. 

In thefe meafures the accent is to be placed on the odd 
fyllables. 

Thefe are the meafures which are now in ufe, and above the reft 
thofe of feven, eight, and ten fyllables. Our ancient poets wrote 
verfes fometimes of twelve fyllables, as Drayton’s Polyolbion. 

Of all the Cambrian ftiires their heads that bear fo high, 

And farth’ft furvey their foils with an ambitious eye, 

Mervinia for her hills, as for their matchlefs crowds. 

The neareft that are faid to kifs the wand’ring clouds, 

Efpecial audience craves, offended with the throng, 

That (he of all the reft negletted was fo long ; 

Alledging for herfelf, when through the Saxons pride. 

The godlike race of Brute to Severn’s fetting fide 
Were cruelly inforc’d, her mountains did relieve 
Thofe whom devouring war elfe every where did grieve. 

And when all Wales befide (by fortune or by might) 

Unto her ancient foe relign’d her ancient right, 

A conftant maiden ftill ftie only did remain, 

The laft her genuine laws which ftoutly did retain. 

And as each one is prais’d for her peculiar things ; 

So only fhe is rich, in mountains, meres, and fprings, 

And holds herfelf as great in her fuperfluous wafte. 

As others by their towns, and fruitful tillage grac’d. 


jsarss. ^ 

the accent refts upon every third fyllable. 

May I govern my pillions with ibfolute fway. 

And grow wifer and better as life wears away. 

In this meafure a fyllable is often retrenched from the firft foot, as 

Diogenes furly and proud. 

I think not of Fris, nor 1 ris of me. 

Thefe meafures are varied by many combinations, and fometimes 
hvdouble endings, either with or without rhyme, as in the heroic.,. 

meafure. . 

’Tis heav’n itfelf that points out an hereafter. 

And intimates eternity to man. 

So in that of eight fyllables. 

They neither added nor confounded. 

They neither wanted nor abounded. 

In that of feven, 

For refiftance I could fear none. 

But with twenty {hips )iad done. 

What thou, brave and happy Vernon, 

Haft atchiev’d with fix alone. 

In that of fix, 

’Twas when the feas were roaring, 

With hollow blafts of wind, 

A damfel lay deploring, 

All on a rock reclin’d. 

In the anapeftick. 

When terrible tempefts aflail us. 

And mountainous billows affright, 

Nor power nor wealth can avail us. 

But lkilful induftry fteers right. 

To thefe meafures, and their laws, may be reduced every fpecies 
of Englifh verfe. 

Our verification admits of few licences, except a 
fynalcepha , or elifion of e in the before a vowel, as th' eter- 
nal 5 and more rarely of o in to, as ? accept and a fy- 

n/erefis, by which two Ihort vowels coalefce into one 
fyllable, as queftion , fpecial ; or a word is contracted by 
the expulfion of a fhort vowel before a liquid, as avarice, 
temperance* 

Thus have I collected rules and examples, by which the Englifti 
language may be learned, if the reader be already acquainted with 
grammatical terms, or taught by a mafter to thofe that are more 
ignorant. To have written a grammar for fuch as are not yet 
initiated in the fchools, would have been tedious, and perhaps at laft 
ineffectual. 
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